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For more than thirty years, 
Petzl has been designing 
vertical access equipment 

for recreational and profes-
sional usage, providing tech-
nical solutions to help people 
achieve their dreams of ascen-
sion and progression in vertical 
terrain in daylight and dark-
ness, while ensuring maximum 
performance, freedom and 
safety.

Petzl’s corporate philanthropy 
has a long history in the USA, and 
Paul Petzl, Chairman and founder, 
gave this activity a boost in 2005 
by creating the Petzl Foundation, 
to serve the environment that 
has enabled the company to exist 
and thrive.

Its mission is to conduct activi-
ties contributing to sustain-
able development in France and 
throughout the world. 

Its priorities are education and 
safety in vertical activities and 
research into a harmonious 
balance between man and his 
cultural, economic and ecolog-
ical environment. 

The Petzl Foundation supports 
charity projects that work for the 
good of our society and in the 
public interest, most specifically 
in these three areas:
- safety awareness,
- environmental preservation,
- fundamental research.

Serving the community that enables Petzl 
  to thrive

Serving 
our 

communities

p.4 - Activities report 2011 
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Opening new horizons 

Paul Petzl
Chairman

  In music, dissonance is 
                      considered to be interference 
       – tension – that consonance 
eliminates by providing release 
or relaxation. All classic harmony 
is rooted in this principle of 
“tension-relaxation”.

I like this idea and I see our 
Foundation as being like that 
too: a trigger that can be highly 
dissonant initially and upset 
tpreconceived notions, but ulti-
mately bringing genuine cohe-
sion within our community. This 
has often proved to be the case 
particularly with projects that 
were far from being consensual 
initially, like saving the highly 
symbolic example of mountain 
heritage, the Aigle refuge, or pro-
tecting climbers in the Goûter or 
“death” corridor along the stan-
dard Mont Blanc route.

Ideas sometimes clash, and some-
times crystallize, but they always 
open and nourish the debate. This 
is also our role: to be a catalyst, 

to stimulate discussion and to 
bring people together. The disso-
nant element then becomes a 
creator of intelligence and conso-
nance invents new rules, creates 
harmony and opens new horizons. 

Since its creation at the end of 
2005, our Foundation has handed 
out more than 2 million euros, 
€1,335,000 of which has gone 
directly to the projects supported. 
These grants represent more than 
10% of our profits. Our founda-
tion is deeply committed to the 
advancement of its projects, and 
this commitment goes beyond 
merely signing a check. The route 
is often long and difficult, some-
times even risky, but it offers huge 
satisfaction. 

Giving meaning to our actions, 
finding man’s place in his environ-
ment and helping our community 
to develop together are funda-
mental values that I hold with 
pride and determination. » 

«



Located on the standard 
route up Mont Blanc, the  
new Goûter refuge (alti-

tude 3,835m), should be ready 
to receive its full capacity of 
120  people on August 1st 2012. 
This new installation has meant 
that hazards along the rest 
of the route have also had to 
be reduced. In 2011, the Petzl 
Foundation presented three 
studies to help identify the 
target dangers in the couloir 
and find the most suitable 
solution.

The Petzl Foundation has partici-
pated at numerous meetings 
with the mountain community 
to promote awareness of the 
dangers of the Goûter couloir, 
along the standard route of the 
highest peak in the Alps. 

A geotechnical survey, funded 
by the foundation, provided 
more information on the type 
of danger and thus eliminated 
certain  proposed solutions that 
would have been unsuitable 
for the configuration of the site 
(cleaning, protective netting, 
footbridge, etc.). 
This preliminary project, publi-
shed in February 2011, considered 
that digging a small pedestrian 

walkway under the couloir was 
the most sustainable solution. 
Such a project could only gain 
acceptance if awareness of the 
issues was widespread and if it 
appeared to be the most suitable 
solution to the problem.

Despite countless testimonials 
and comments relating to the 
dangers of the Goûter couloir, the 
subject demanded further inves-
tigation. The Petzl Foundation 

decided upon a mission to provide 
as much objective information as 
possible on the subject. 

During the summer of 2011, 
field surveys examined the rock-
fall hazards and found out more 
about how to deal with the risks 
caused by the large number of 
people using this world-famous 
route. The survey, coordinated by 
Alpes Ingé, showed that during 
the summer, about a thousand 
people encounter rockfall while  
passing through the couloir. 
During the most critical period, 
between 11 and 13:30am, rock-
fall occurs every 17 minutes on 
average. 

Rockfall can happen at any time 
of day and during any season, 
but varies significantly due to 
weather conditions. The highest 
risk periods are the sunniest 
times of the day and season, with 
higher temperatures and dry air. 
These periods generally coincide 
with the busiest times in terms of 
traffic along the couloir.

Refuge steering committee and 
are intended to be shared with 
the community as a whole. 
Although the couloir is often 
featured in the “human interest” 

Monitoring  
the

 Goûter Couloir

p.6 - Activities report 2011

« I am totally against any artificialization of the mountains, but I am in favor of some kind of 
equipment for this corridor. There have already been too many deaths in the same place. 

However, I hope this will not lead the way to other artificial installations ».
Testimonial of a French guide, encountered in June 2011 in the Goûter couloir.

The couloir was photographed every hour 
during the summer of 2011
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  €42,500 in 2011
  €78,000 since 2009Budget 
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columns of the news, it was also 
necessary to have more accurate 
knowledge of the entire route’s 
accident history.

The Foundation was able to 
complete this task in collabora-
tion with the mountain  patrols  

of Chamonix and Annecy, who 
opened up their archives.

Since 1990, there have been 74 
fatalities and 180 injuries along 
the Goûter route. It is estimated 
that approximately half of the 
accidents occurred along the 
100m crossing of the actual 
couloir and one third on the 
550m long ridge.

The studies carried out by the 
Foundation aim to inform the 
community and to offer guidance 
for decision making. They were 
submitted in early January 2012 
to the members of the Goûter 
refuge committee.



Nepal: training for
future 

trek guides
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I n 2006, the Petzl Foundation 
began a trekking guide 
training program in Nepal 

in partnership with the Nepal 
Mountaineering Association 
(NMA). 

This support is subject to the 
NMA’s compliance with training 
standards developed by the 
International Mountaineering 
and Climbing Federation (UIAA), 
with a program involving both 
theoretical and practical sessions. 
The foundation has contributed 
by creating a training manual on 
the subject of basic mountain-
eering techniques; the manual 
is easy to read and understand 
and contains many explanatory 
diagrams. 

In September 2011, a training 
course was organized by the 
NMA. A Petzl employee was sent 
to Nepal as an instructor for the 
two week training course. As part 
of the practical skills transfer 
under the patronage agreement, 
he gave up one a week of vaca-
tion and the company credited 
him for one week’s work time. 
He was accompanied by Steve 

Long, an English guide and UIAA 
training manager, whose role was 
to advise the Nepalese federation 
on how to ensure compliance 
with these standards.

Eric Lescarcelle, Petzl’s after-sales 
service manager, reports on his 
experience:
“As a climbing instructor and 
mountain guide, I have taught 
club training sessions and I was 
keen to share my knowledge with 
the Nepalese population. That’s 
how I ended up in the Kakani 
training centre, among the rice 
fields north of Katmandu.”

The course is a core subject of the 
mountain program, accessible to 
everyone and requiring no prior 
knowledge except an under-
standing of English.

“The program starts with basic 
knowledge, like navigation, 
cartography, first aid and rescue, 
then practical exercises on rope 
techniques specific to trekking: 
river crossings, steep slopes or 
exposed areas, etc. Ultimately, 
it gives the Nepalese trainees 
a level that is equivalent to the 

mountain hike leader level in a 
climbing club.
The trainees learned a lot. They 
also realized that becoming 
a guide was a long learning 
process, but that the effort would 
be worth it to have a recognized 
career in Nepal.”

The next course, organized in 
February 2012, enabled the 
selection of future Nepalese 
instructors, who will then train 
other trainees.

The goal is to set up a long-term 
training program with an inter-
national certification, that the 
Nepalese can run themselves.

International Mountaineering Association Federation - www.theuiaa.org
Nepal Mountaineering Association - www.nepalmountaineering.org

Project
    partners

Budget



International Mountaineering Association Federation - www.theuiaa.org
Nepal Mountaineering Association - www.nepalmountaineering.org

© E.Lescarcelle
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Eric Lescarcelle 
Petzl after-sales service 

manager

« I really had the impression of doing something useful, of sharing some key 
knowledge of how to manage a group safely. We live in totally different 

worlds, but the desire to learn, to share and to teach brought us together.»

 €10,000 in 2011 -  €85,000 since 2006
  + Corporate philanthropy skills transfer programBudget }

The climbing wall designed by Henry Sigayret enables trainees at the 
Kakani training centre to put what they have learned into practice.



Barefoot with a length of rope at best:
a dangerous job

The main crop of Saharan 
agriculture is the date 
palm, particularly in the 

oases, where more than 10 
million palm trees are culti-
vated. Date palm farmers are 
acrobatic climbers, growing 
the palm trees and harvesting 
the dates. This is a high-risk job, 
often carried out barefoot with 
no security equipment what-
soever…  What can be done to 
prevent falls? 
 
Today’s date farmers climb up 
and down the trees dozens of 
times a year with no real protec-
tion. There is a high risk of falling 
with serious consequences. The 
Petzl Foundation supports the 
BEDE international charity to 
help them to devise a suitable 
solution. 

In September 2011, a company 
employee was sent into the field 
as part of the corporate philan-
thropy skills transfer program, 
to the date palm farm in Beni-
Isguen, near Ghardaia (central 
Algeria). The purpose of his 

mission was to understand the 
farmers’ needs and to come up 
with a safe technical solution 
that would be acceptable to the 
vast majority of farmers. 

“There was never any kind of 
protection,” explains Chris 
Blakeley, “They often climb up 
very quickly, but there is no room 
for mistakes: one misplaced hand 
or foot and a fall is almost certain. 
A climbing and protection kit 
would be a way of standardizing 
minimum equipment to reduce 
the probability of serious acci-
dents. I imagine a lightweight, 
efficient kit that is easy to use. 
This would also require major 
cultural changes by the climbers 
themselves, but I’m sure they 
are ready for change because of 
the accident statistics. The Petzl 
Foundation is an ideal partner 
for this part of the project. There 
is also a major need for sharing 
techniques and promoting 
good practices. We must help 
this profession to develop with 
more safety and to gain more 
recognition.”

Climbing 
palm trees, 

a dangerous job

«When I first arrived, I was extremely impressed by their techniques, their exposure 
to risk and their creativity in making their own equipment. However, there is an 

obvious possibility of reducing the probability of serious or fatal accidents by creating a 
minimum security kit and a code of good practice.»

 €1,500 in 2010 and 2011
  + corporate philanthropy skills       
     transfer program

Association BEDE, Biodiversity, discussion 
and sharing of experience

www.bede-asso.org

Budget}
Project
 partners

Chris Blakeley
Petzl training centre manager
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 € 4,000 in 2011 
+ one week of training at 
Petzl America
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Connecting those 
who need 

        it most!

« This project means a lot to me. We are working in developing countries to improve 
the working conditions for workers at height in the telecommunications field. In these 

regions, where medical care is often difficult to obtain, our efforts to promote worksite safety 
and to teach safer professional behavior make a direct contribution to saving lives.»

Inveneo, 
not-for-profit organization

www.inveneo.org

Budget}
Project
 partners

More than two billion 
people in the world have 
no access to informa-

tion and communication tech-
nologies, such as telephone 
and internet… This makes daily 
life more difficult (healthcare, 
emergency services), as well as 
posing problems for economic, 
social and even humanitarian 
initiatives in certain coun-
tries in Africa, Asia and Latin 
America.

Inveneo, an American non-profit,  
is part of a network of innovative 
organizations that help devel-
oping countries to meet the 
growing demand for information 
and communication technolo-
gies (ICTs). 

Under the Foundation’s support 
program, a training course was 
organized in January 2011 by 
Petzl in the USA for field response 
teams. Its goal was to train instruc-
tors and to develop training 
sessions in safety techniques and 
the use of personal protective 
gear for local emergency services. 

The goal is for them to eventually  
become autonomous in terms of 
safety in vertical terrain.  

A first training session was orga-
nized in February 2011 in Haiti, 
where Inveneo has been working 
regularly since the January 2010 
earthquake. The island’s commu-
nication network has been 
extended to cover several areas 
that are difficult to access. 

In 2012, Inveneo continues its 
action in the Horn of Africa, 
providing communications capa-
bility to the largest refugee camps 
in northern Kenya. Inveneo’s 
network continues to grow each 
year. Some 25 companies special-
ized in information technolo-
gies are assisted by Inveneo with 
projects in 27 countries. 

Andris Bjornson, Inveneo, Technology 
centre manager
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Haitian technician working on 
a telecommunications tower.



Project
    partners

 €13,000 in 2010 and 2011

«Imagine the moun-
tain of tomorrow.” A 
group of climbers has 

been studying the question 
and set about organizing the  
“Roundtable on Alpinism”  
mountaineering convention in 
spring 2011. Their ambitious 
goal was to initiate a dialog  
between all those involved in 
the mountains, including public 
authorities and institutions.

Public round tables were orga-
nized in Grenoble in April 2011 
and in Chamonix in May 2011 to 
discuss the diversity of mountain 
activities, the obstacles to their 
development and the values of 
mountaineering.
The series of “mountain café” 
sessions held during 2010 were 
“preliminary discussions” for 
these meetings. They allowed 
coordination between the 
different groups concerned with 
mountain activities in the back-
country, and helped unite the 
community around the chal-
lenges the mountains will face in 
the coming years.

 Based upon shared observations, 
a common vision of the future 
and clear orientations were 
defined. A second objective was 
then to formulate proposals and 
to assist in launching their imple-
mentation, in order to strengthen 
and highlight the attractiveness 
of these practices.

The  Petzl Foundation is 
committed to the mountain 
community and is a well-estab-
lished mediator in many fields 
of mountain activities.  The 
Foundation  supports this type 
of institutional collaboration  
regarding the role of such activi-
ties in society and the develop-
ment of creative solutions.

What future
for the 

mountains?

p.12 - Activities report 2011

Observatory of climbing and mountain sports
www.assisesdelalpinisme2011.fr

«Mountaineering conjures up an image of a sober lifestyle, a minimalist approach (economy of means to keep 
weight to a minimum), which is a direct contrast to today’s consumer society. We are getting closer to the truth. 

Mountaineering conjures up images of solitude, silence and getting in touch with nature, but also, and without contradic-
tion, of sharing and friendship, with the crucial importance of the rope team: where the rope is a moral link between the 
leader and other members of the team.»     

                  Jeanne Palay’s summary at the mountaineering convention

Budget

The Assises convention in Grenoble

}

The Assises convention in Chamonix.



«Mountaineering conjures up an image of a sober lifestyle, a minimalist approach (economy of means to keep 
weight to a minimum), which is a direct contrast to today’s consumer society. We are getting closer to the truth. 

Mountaineering conjures up images of solitude, silence and getting in touch with nature, but also, and without contradic-
tion, of sharing and friendship, with the crucial importance of the rope team: where the rope is a moral link between the 
leader and other members of the team.»     

                  Jeanne Palay’s summary at the mountaineering convention
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 Pema and Dawa’s 
dream: 

to become guides

Stéphanie Maxheim
Ama Dablam expedition leader

« This project was difficult to set up but has been a real success. Not only did we 
reach the top, but we also shared some truly moving moments with these two 

young Nepalese climbers. It was very intense and symbolic, particularly since it coin-
cided with Nepal’s admission into the IFMGA (International Federation of Mountain 
Guide Associations). » 

 €2,000 in 2011Ama Dablam association
Women’s Expedition 2011

http://amadablamwomenexpedition2011.over-blog.com

Budget }
Project
    partners

Ama Dablam (6,812m), a 
majestic ice-capped cone 
in the Himalayas of Nepal, 

has long haunted the dreams 
of Pema and Dawa, two young 
Nepalese women who would 
love to become mountain 
guides. Climbing this steep, 
technical peak is an excursion 
for expert climbers. 

Their dream became reality on 
November 23, 2011, when they 
reached the summit along with 
two French women, becoming 
the first French-Nepalese female 
party to reach the top of the Ama 
Dablam.

The Petzl Foundation supported 
this expedition, whose social 
aspect (the status of women in 
Nepal) made it more than just a 
sporting achievement. Mountain 
guide training for women is 
currently almost non-existent 
since the profession is reserved 
almost exclusively for men.
This expedition showed that 
Nepalese women have talents 
of their own to express in the 
mountains.
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Towards a new birth 
for the Aigle refuge
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After the controversy of 
recent years, the Petzl 
Foundation played a 

pivotal role in reconciling view-
points as to the future of the 
famous Aigle refuge. A third 
version of the architectural 
project, funded by the founda-
tion, fulfilled the demands to 
respect the site and the current 
building while being able to 
meet the needs of today’s and 
tomorrow’s users.

When the French Alpine Club  
considered demolishing the Aigle 
refuge (3,440m, Oisans) to make 
way for a modern refuge to sleep 
30 people, the Petzl Foundation 
supported the many mountain-
eers who contested the project 
because of the refuge’s history, 
the memories associated with it 
and respect of the site as a whole. 
Assisted by the Foundation, the 
Amis du Refuge de l’Aigle asso-
ciation won its case before the 
administrative courts, and the 
permit to demolish the current 
refuge was cancelled.

In the wake of the discord, 
we wanted to try and find 
common ground. A coordination 
committee was set up comprising 
representatives of the mountain 
communities and the institutions 
concerned. This enabled a funda-
mental idea to be highlighted: 
although the building is under 
the responsibility of the town 
and the French Alpine Club, the 

future of such cultural heritage 
is a concern for the mountain 
community as a whole, and the 
Foundation is acting on behalf of 
this community.  

In January 2011, the coordina-
tion committee was to decide 
between two projects: one that 
claimed to preserve the “spirit” 
of the Aigle  refuge, by demol-
ishing the current building, and 
the other that kept the current 
building intact but satisfied 
current needs by adding an 
extension, for which the foun-
dation requested a survey. Each 
side held its ground and there 
was little hope of reaching a 
consensus. The building requires  
immediate attention if it is to 
resist the elements and a further 
disagreement would mean that it 
might take years for the courts to 
settle a quarrel that the commu-
nity itself had been unable to 
resolve.

The Petzl Foundation therefore 
took the initiative of funding 
a third version of the project. 
The challenge for the project’s 
architects was to find a way 
of meeting the needs of all 
parties involved.

The new version kept the 
building with its current 
structure, materials and 
furnishings but protected it 
against inevitable deterio-
ration. Additions were made 

to fit with the spirit of the site, 
its history and unique character, 
while meeting the requirements 
of the French Alpine Club and 
the guides: increased capacity 
from 18 to 29, more comfortable 
warden lodgings, larger storage 
areas, compliance with safety 
norms, etc.
The shape of the building and 
its interior were left intact, but 
protected by a longer wooden 
shell that is also slightly higher 
and larger. The elements that are 
not conserved (windows, roofing) 
are currently in disrepair or were 
not part of the original building 
anyway. This compromise satis-
fied almost everyone. However, 
some members of the Amis de 
l’Aigle association, including the 
majority of its Board of Directors, 
remain set against the project. We 
have explained that a hard line  
position would overshadow the 
necessary action that they had 
previously undertaken. Although 
there is no perfect consensus, 
we are a little closer and the 
idea that refuges are part of a 
common heritage is now more 
widely accepted.
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Mock-up of the future Aigle refuge, 
integrating the old structure in 
a new shell.



The Petzl Foundation does not finance:

-- Projects proposed by private individuals or 
commercial entities.
- Requests from public authorities or state 
delegations, except in the field of research.
- Profit-oriented, promotional or advertising 
projects.

Acting in favor of the envi-
ronment has long been a  
core value of Petzl. One of 

the Foundation’s commitments 
is to support projects aimed 
at protecting natural terrain, 
anywhere in the world, where 
there is a threat to the envi-
ronment and/or recreational 
access.

Every year, the Petzl Foundation 
supports associations by inviting 
them to present their environ-
mental conservation projects 
that are related to Petzl’s main 
area of expertise: vertical terrain.
More than providing just funding, 
the Petzl Foundation also offers 
practical assistance to these 
organizations.

p.16 - Activities report 2011

Call for 
environmental  

projects

Important dates:

- Application to be submitted in electronic format 
by September 1st 2012 , to the following address: 
info@fondation-petzl.org
 
- November 2012:
the Petzl Foundation board of directors selects its 
projects.

- End of November 2012:
among the selected projects, the best three are 
nominated by the Petzl Foundation for the EOCA 
award and the possibility of gaining additional 
funding of up to €30,000.

- End of July 2013, EOCA results are published.
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   Present your project
www.fondation-petzl.org/en/propose-project

The best three projects may then be nominated by the Petzl Foundation

for the EOCA award (European Outdoor Conservation Association).

Rapport d’activités 2011 - p.17  

Selection criteria
The project must:

> be focused on protecting natural terrain, anywhere in the world, where there is a threat to the 
environment and/or recreational access;

> be related to outdoor sporting activities, such as climbing, mountaineering, or to professional 
sectors, such as work at height, tree trimming, etc.

> be focused on fundamental problems and concerned with preventative activities preventive 
and not corrective actions;

> directly involve the public;

> be proposed by a not-for-profit organization; 

> have a time schedule and be result-oriented with quantifiable results;

> be long-term, taking at least one or two years to complete;

> create a real consensus with the general public.

Activities report 2011 - p.17



The EOC A (European 
Outdoor Conservation 
Association), founded in 

2006, collects donations from 
outdoor recreation companies 
to support environmental 
preservation projects. The  
association has 72 members, 
including 6 media partners, 
who can sponsor projects sele-
cted by an annual competition.  

The Petzl Foundation, one of its 
founding members, nominates 
some of its projects in the hope 
of obtaining further funding. 

p.18 - Activities report 2011

In 2007, the PhenoClim 
project, a scientific educational 
program launched in 2004 
which invites the public to 
measure the impacts of climate 
change on mountain vegeta-
tion, also awarded an EOCA 
grant of €30,000 to assist in 
achieving their goals. Thanks 
to this additional funding, the 
Altitude Ecosystems research 
center was able to set up a long-
term exhaustive study of set up 
long term, exhaustive study of 
seasonal events on living orga-
nisms (flowering, development, 
color change and falling of 
leaves, etc.).

Companies
working for 
nature

The 10 projects supported in 
2011 by the EOCA cover highly 
diverse themes that share a 
common central issue: the envi-
ronment. The EOCA has thus 
supported two associations 
working to protect the animal 
and plant life in the Snowdonia 
national park in Wales and the 
Lake District national park in 
England. The EOCA does not just 
support European projects, but 
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    €4,000 in 2011
   €24,000 since 2006
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European Outdoor Conservation 
Association

www.outdoorconservation.eu

Budget }
Project
    partners

The Lake District national park in England, 
maintaining the hike paths
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In 2009, the Makay Nature 
project nominated by the Petzl 
Foundation was also awarded 
an EOCA grant. The project aim 
was to organize the first natu-
ralist exploration of the Makay 
paradise in Madagascar to make 
an inventory of the animal and 
plant life there and to attract the 
world’s attention to the need 
for preserving this biodiversity 
“stronghold”. The long-term 
goal is to achieve protected area 
status.

assists associations at work in all 
continents. The “Cochabamba” 
project in Bolivia was also 
awarded a grant to assist its 
efforts in reforestation and fair 
trade. 
 
Another non-European project, 
“Cleaning up Mount Everest”, 
proposed by the EcoHimal asso-
ciation, also received funding 
towards its goal of cleaning up 

the world’s highest mountain. 

The EOCA supports Landvernd 
too, an Irish association, which 
promotes sustainable tourism 
on the island.

Over the past five years, the EOCA 
has supported more than 36 
projects in 26 countries, provi-
ding total funding of €860,000.
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Hot-air balloon flight over Makay



The huge territory of the 
Bonelli’s eagle stretches 
from Spain to China, 

including India, but its world 
population is dwindling (10,000 
couples). Although this bird 
of prey is not threatened on a 
world-wide level according to 
UICN conservation statutes, 
the emblematic species of the 
Mediterranean region is in 
danger in France, where only 
31 couples reside. 

T h e  L a n g u e d o c - Ro u s s i l l o n 
nature conservatory protects this 
species, which is under threat 
from electrocution (by electricity 
pylons) as well as from human 
activity in general, by informing 
outdoor activity lovers of the 
need for its preservation.

The Petzl Foundation supports 
actions to bring together natu-
ralists and climbers and improve 
knowledge of this cliff-nesting 
species.
To be able to monitor the move-
ments of birds of prey and to 
get a better grasp of their vital 
domain, a new technology was 
developed in 2011. A telemetric 
prototype, weighing less than 
60g, was developed by engineers 
at the CEA’s LETI lab in Grenoble. 

The tag was tested on a domestic 
vulture and the results were 
encouraging.  

In autumn 2012, after a further 
development and test phase, 
Bonelli’s eagles will be tagged for 
the first time, and the technology 
may then be used for preserva-
tion actions on other species, as 
well.

GPS  monitoring 
to help  

protect the Bonelli’s eagle

p.20 - Activities report 2011

 € 2,000 in 2011
 €12,500 since 2008

Languedoc-Roussillon nature conservatory, technical coordinator 
of the national action plan for the Bonelli’s eagle.

www.aigledebonelli.fr

Budget }

Project
    partners

A prototype tag is installed on a vulture.
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Budget
€10,500 since 2008
including €4,500 
for the movie

}
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The Bearded Vulture: 
a

great actor

Marie Heuret, Asters, Manager of the 
Bearded Vultures program

 
Asters association, 

Haute-Savoie nature 
conservatory 

www.gypaete-barbu.com

For the film : Mathieu Le 
Lay of the French language 

animal film training institute
www.mathieulelay.com

Project
    partners

The Bearded Vulture, the 
legendary vulture of the 
Alpine Arc, was reintro-

duced in France in 1986 by 
the Asters association. A film 
supported by the Petzl 
Foundation testifies to this 
amazing return.

The “bone crusher” is an essential 
link in the ecosystem consuming, 
ingurgitating bones from 
carcasses that are broken up by 
dropping them onto rocks from 
above!

The Petzl Foundation provided 
Asters with funding to preserve 
this spectacular “cleaner” of the 
Alps and helped to finance the 

film “Bearded Vultures and Men”, 
directed by Mathieu Le Lay.
E n c o u r a g i n g  c o n c i l i a t i o n 
between naturalists and climbers 
to enable intelligent shared 
use of cliff faces is one of the 
foundation’s aims. One of the 
major goals of the film was to 
encourage respectful behavior to 
avoid disturbing these vultures 
in climbing sites during their 
nesting periods and to achieve 
harmonious co-existence of man 
and nature in this area. 

The film was officially released 
in autumn 2011. Since then, the 
documentary has been presented 
at various animal film festivals and  
has been shown on TV.  

It won the animal species 
protection award at the Albert 
International Animal Film Festival 
in the Somme.

This emblematic species of 
the Alpine area is a subject of 
immense curiosity and the film 
has filled countless theaters 
throughout France. 
The film is also available on DVD: 
www.mathieulelay.com

« The film entitled, Bearded Vultures and Man, has been a huge success and everyone 
wants to see it! For Asters, managers of the national action plan to protect the bearded 

vulture in the French Alps, the film offers an amazing tool to promote our reintroduction and 
conservation actions and to attract new volunteers to monitor the species.»
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Saving the 
monk seals 

in Mauritania

The monk seal, a rare 
Mediterranean species, is 
in critical danger of extinc-

tion on a world-wide level. The 
CBD Habitat foundation, a 
Spanish association supported 
by the Petzl Foundation, 
protects the species and is moni-
toring the colony in Mauritania. 
These seals nest in the caves at 
the bottom of the steep cliffs of 
the Cap Blanc peninsula. 

These caves are very difficult to 
access for the naturalists studying 
this sea mammal. Climbing equip-
ment is essential to enable the 
scientists to reach the seals. The 
researchers have to be lowered 
down into cavities to be able to 
identify babies and collect other 
informations.  

For the first time, in November 
2011 a GPS prototype was 
installed on a male adult monk 
seal. The device was attached 
to the animal’s fins while it was 
asleep. This system will enable 
scientists to monitor its move-
ments accurately, with up to 
226 GPS readings in 64 day.                                                                                                                                             
                  
 

Using this tracking system, scien 
tists have established the deep 
sea hunting routes of these seals 
and the various movements of 
the animals in the caves.

At present, the GPS prototype is 
only used on adult males. During 
2012, a new geo-localization 
system could be used on females 
and babies. The data gathered 
will complete current scientific 
research on the five seals tagged 
in 2011.
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 €3,500 in 2011CDB Foundation
( Biodiversity conservation) - Habitat Budget }
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Successful cohabitation 
of 

     Tropicbirds  and  climbers

François-Xavier Couzi,            
SEOR director 

« I’m a nature lover and spend a lot 
of time observing the birds from 

the ground. For the White-tailed tropicbird project, supported by the SEOR and the Reunion FFME, I 
found myself way up in the air... I learned the basics of climbing and, more specifically, rope descent 
techniques. Making an inventory of the natural cavities of the cliff, prospecting possible sites and 
installing the nesting boxes were incredibly moving, adrenaline-stoked  moments for me! »

 €2,000 in 2011 Island’s society of 
ornithological study

www.seor.fr

Budget }
Project
    partners

The Tropicbird, an emblem-
atic bird of Reunion Island, 
is actually the symbol of 

this tropical island and the 
entire Indian Ocean, but in 
recent years, its nesting sites 
have been disturbed. Security 
measures implemented on 
coastal roads have involved the 
installation of protective metal 
netting on the seafront cliff 
faces where it used to nest. 

The species has now moved to 
climbing sites, creating problems 
of cohabitation with climbers.
To prevent conflict, the Reunion 
Island society of ornithological  

studies (SEOR) has been working 
with the regional climbing com- 
mittee of the FFME (the French 
mountaineering and climbing 
federation). Together, they are 
seeking sites suitable for the 
White-tailed tropicbird to nest in. 

Several “buffer” zones have thus 
been created away from climbing 
routes and artificial nesting 
boxes have been installed. They 
are designed to limit the risk of 
attack by rats and to resist heat 
and cyclones; they are made 
to imitate the lava tubes often 
chosen by the species and blend 
into the cliff faces.

I n 

November 2011, 4 nesting boxes 
were installed by FFME qualified 
climbers, who supervised all rope 
operations.

Reconciling nature conserva-
tion and the practice of outdoor 
activities is one of the Petzl 
Foundation’s main objectives. 
This project means that nature 
can be shared and the birds can 
reproduce in peace.

The next step, scheduled for 
2012, is to deploy the project in 
two more sites.

      Installing an artificial nesting box
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Spotlight 
on

bats
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 €2,500 en 2011CORA faune sauvage 
 association

www.corafaunesauvage.fr

Budget }
Project
    partners

Since the beginning of time, 
bats have been despised 
creatures. Often victims of 

prejudice and unjustified fears, 
these mammals are decreasing 
in numbers throughout the 
world. In France, three species 
are on the UICN’s red list. 

The application of standards 
in ancient architectural sites, 
the protection of enginee-
ring structures (bridges and 
tunnels), intensified farming 
methods, urbanization and the 
increasing numbers of cavers in 
certain caves are all factors that 
can upset bat reproduction. To 
protect this misunderstood little 
mammal, the naturalist associa-
tion, CORA Faune Sauvage, with 
its 4,500 members in the CORA/
LPO network in Rhone-Alps, are 
very active in the region. 

To avoid definitive closure of 
certain caves, the association is 
working hand in hand with cavers  
who are fast becoming bats’ new 
best friends. 

The Petzl Foundation supports 
these collaborative actions 
and the discussions that are 
necessary between all the parties 
involved. It also contributes to 
education actions focused on 
these unloved nocturnal creatures 
during local caving association 
meetings and cavers  instructor 

q u a l i f i c a t i o n 
sessions: information 
sessions are regularly 
organized by the association 
during training courses.

In 2011, the association put up 
signs at the entrances of a number 
of caves to inform visitors of the 
reproductive cycles of bats, as 
well as of the damaging effects 
of repeated disturbance of the 
mammals during hibernation 
and reproduction periods. 

Awareness actions for the general 
public and specifically for cavers 
will be organized in 2012, as well 
as a debate on the consideration 
of bats in future foresting 
operations in the regional parks 
of the Vercors and the Ardèche.
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“Tsingy” not a place 
for

 walking barefoot

Madagascar is one of the 
ten hotspots for world 
biological diversity with 

a unique natural heritage that 
is under seriouts threat. The 
natural forest that once covered 
most of the island is disappea-
ring fast. 

Since 1990, Unesco has protected 
part of this exceptional heritage 
by creating a natural reserve 
around Tsingy de Bemaraha. A 
national nature reserve has also 
been created for the Ankarana 
plateau. 

In Malagasy, Tsingy means “where 
one cannot walk barefoot”. These 
landscapes of limestone needles 
that look like petrified forests 
are very rare. Some parts of the 
park have been equipped with 
fixed protection points to enable 
visitor access. 

The creation of tourist trails 
and pathways offer a secure 
economic activity for the inhabi-
tants of these poor, remote areas. 
Helping the local populations to 
make a living from tourism while 
preserving the natural wealth 

of the area is the goal of this 
association, matching those of 
the Petzl Foundation. In 2011, 
Antsika repaired the tourist trails 
in Tsingy de Behamara, including 
a damaged footbridge.

The association also trains park 
rangers and local workers to main-
tain the trails, providing informa-
tion on local geology and rope 
techniques, since some sporting 
routes are only accessible with 
“via ferrata” type equipment.

Jean-Claude Dobrilla, Founder of Anstika. 
Pioneer in rope ascension 

techniques for caving.

 €5,500 in 2010 and 2011Anstika association Budget }
Project
    partners

« I was an ecotourism consultant for the nature reserves of Madagascar from 1996 to 
2006. When I returned to France, I set up Antsika, an association to encourage the 

sustainability of the facilities created with local workers in the Bemaraha and Ankara reserves.»

Tsingy of Bemaraha

Rope technique training
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Developing initiatives to 
guarantee access to clim-
bing sites in Latin America 

is the purpose of Acceso PanAm. 
This organization supports 
environmental preservation 
campaigns in collaboration with 
local associations.  

Founder of the American Access 
Fund, Armando Ménocal set up 
Access PanAm to create a real 
community of climbers in Latin 
America.

In 2011, the association carried 
out actions to bring together  
climbers from several countries. 
A Spanish-language website was 
set up to provide information and 
to increase the scope of opera-
tion of their various actions to 
improve access to climbing sites. 

A meeting based on a “toolbox” 
project resulted in the creation 
of a climber’s guide to enable 
local climbing advocacy groups 
to self-organize in support of 
access issues. Such meetings 
are also opportunities for climb-
ers to discuss the problems 
they encounter in their respec-

tive countries in South 
America.

A follow-up training 
session was scheduled 
for April 2012 in Rio de 
Janeiro. It was a hands-on 
training program for Latin 
American climbing activ-
ists. This workshop utilized 
the techniques outlined 
in the activist’s «toolbox» 
and focused on the hard 
and soft skills that activists 
will need to self-organize 
and fight locally for preser-
vation and access to their 
local climbing areas. 

Encouraging Free 
Access to climbing in
Latin America

Kika Bradford, Executive 
director of Access PanAm
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  €3,500 in 2011
€14,000 since 2009

Accesso PanAm
www.accesopanam.com

Budget }  
Project
    partners

«2011 was an important milestone year in Acceso PanAm’s short history. To boost our performance, 
we have a website that aims to provide a link between climbers and association activists from all 

South American countries. We want to create a genuine communication platform, accessible to all throu-
ghout the continent, to protect the environment and ensure access to the climbing sites. With the help of 
the Petzl Foundation, Acceso Panam has been able to defend the interests of climbers in the Huascaran 
park in Peru, to help locals in the Encantado valley in Argentina, and to monitor the fragile ecosystem in 
the Cochamo valley in Chile.»
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Local 
climbers’ 
meeting

Climbing in Piedra Parada, 
Argentina. 
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€5,000 en 2011
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In Chilean Patagonia, not 
far from the legendary 
“Carretera Australe” (Highway 

Route 7), the majestic valley 
of Cochamo, a favorite site 
for multi-pitch, traditional 
climbers. Tall granite walls, 
like those of its famous sister, 
Yosemite (USA), ensures this 
area remains on the fringe of 
the traditional tourist routes in 
the region.

The valley, threatened by a 
hydroelectric dam project, was 
saved by its local activists and 
is gradually opening up to 
tourists and climbers. Supported 
by the Petzl Foundation, the 
“Conservacion Cochamo” asso-
ciation exists to preserve this 
magnificent heritage. 

Thanks to its awareness campaign 
in 2011 mobilizing local authori-
ties and residents, a total protec-
tion zone could be created in the 
north of the valley. The associa-
tion is also trying to develop the 
tourism economy in the valley, 
calling on local volunteers. Several 
hiking trails will be rehabilitated 
and signposts will be put up over 
the coming year.
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The Cochamo valley, 
a forgotten  
Yosemite

Cochamo Conservation
www.cochamo.org

Budget}
Project
    partners
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Cochamo valley



€6,000 by the end 
of the project

The Ukhupacha associa-
tion is active in several 
South American countries, 

helping scientists to explore 
places that are difficult to 
access, where technical rope 
access techniques are essential.

In 2011, the association, suppor-
ted by the Peruvian Ministry of 
Culture, explored the remote 
archaeological sites of the 
Arequipa region. Many Inca arti-
facts embedded in the cliffs were 
discovered, including a particu-
larly enigmatic wooden beam, 
placed horizontally in a crag 
some 200m above the chasm. 

After working on sections of the 
extraordinary Macchu Picchu site, 
research teams are now rehabili-
tating section on the ancient Inca 
route, the Qhapac Ran, which is 
soon to be added to the list of 
Unesco World Heritage sites. The 
Inca trail is actually more than 
3,000 kilometers long.

The Petzl Foundation is helping 
Ukhupacha to develop a specific 
training method and a manual 
focused on vertical rope access  
techniques. This manual will be 
used by researchers, guides and 
heritage conservation teams 
to help them progress autono-
mously, with optimal safety, for 
their archaeological research.

Opening new routes 
for 

Science

Salvador Guinot, 
Technical director of 

the Ukhupacha project
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« Promoting safety has become a major challenge. The Ukhupacha project provides 
advice on rope techniques for scientists working in difficult access areas. Reassured by 

better cliff safety, archaeologists make surprising discoveries helping to reveal the fabulous 
technical know-how of ancient civilizations.»
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Ukhupacha association
www.ukhupacha.com
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With its imposing 700m 
granite cliff face, 
Mount Namuli, at 

2,491m, is the second highest 
mountain in Mozambique.  
The recent civil war and the 
difficulties involved in acces-
sing it have made it one of the 
last unexplored mountains 
remaining in southern Africa. 
Consequently, its biodiversity 
is still unknown to the scien-
tific community. 

A first scientific expedition 
on its south-eastern face was 
conducted in 2011. This expedi-
tion, headed by Majka Burhardt, 
made an inventory of the biodi-
versity of the huge cliff face and 
highlighted a number of little or 
unknown species. Three species 
discovered by the scientists are 
potentially endemic to  Mount 
Namuli. The results will be known 
in 2012.

To preserve this unexplored 
region that is neglected by 
tourists, it is important to 
highlight its exceptional biodi-
versity. The expedition’s goal of 
protecting the cliff environment 
encouraged the Petzl Foun- 
dation  to support the expedition. 
The government will be able to 
use the expedition results to 
take the necessary protective 
measures.
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The last mysteries 
of 

Mount Namuli

 €3,800 en 2011Filmmakers Alliance
www.thelostmountainfilm.com

Budget }
Project
    partners

South-eastern face of Mount Namuli, Mozambique.
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« Lost Mountain is the story of an adventure, of the discovery of one of the last places that 
remain unexplored on the African continent. Along with Sarah Garlick, another profes-

sional climber, I supervised a team of international scientists charged with making an inventory 
of the biodiversity of Mount Namuli’s 700m of granite cliff. Here, the animal and plant life has 
evolved in unique conditions of isolation, enabling the existence of endemic species, unique in 
the world. It is a real adventure, serving science.»

Majka Burhardt, guide 
and explorer



Icy  
mysteries
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The Ice Crystal project is 
a fundamental research 
program on waterfall 

ice, run by the Department of 
Glaciology and Geophysics at 
the environment laboratory 
(CNRS-UJF Grenoble). Partnered 
by glaciologist Luc Moreau, the 
Petzl Foundation proposed this 
study to improve our unders-
tanding of this specific environ-
ment used by climbers. Since 
2006, research has gradually 
become more specific.

The studies undertaken by the 
project in 2011-2012 continue on 
from those completed since the 
2006-2007 winter season. The 
goal of this most recent phase was 
to expand the results obtained 
on high altitude ice columns 
to waterfalls at lower altitudes, 
whose forms are more variable. 

The Nant d’Ant waterfall in 
Samoëns (alt. 700m, orientation 
N, height 130m, difficulty II A/+5) 
was chosen for the installation 
of various sensors. During the 
season, Francis Gauthier, from 
the Nordic Studies Centre of Laval 
University (Quebec) contributed 
to the project. 
His skills in the thermodynamic 
monitoring of waterfall ice 
enabled part of the study to be 
focussed on new measurements 

in order to model the waterfall’s 
thermodynamic properties. 

The winter season started late 
and the sensors (pressure, tempe-
rature) were only installed in 
the ice on February 8, before 
being removed on March 2, just 
before the total destruction of 
the waterfall. However, this short 
season saw alternate periods of 
very cold and very mild tempera-
tures, which are of great interest 
in scientific analysis.

The measurements, currently
being analyzed, include:
− pressure variations related to 
sudden temperature variations 
which, contrary to our expec-
tations, were similar to those 
measured in “free-standing” type 
vertical structures (columns).
− photographic monitoring of the 
waterfall throughout the season 
to be able to reconstruct the 
phases of growth and decline,
− the gradient of temperature 
penetration in the ice, from the 
surface to the rock,
− the temperature around the 
waterfall and the water tempera-
ture at the top and at the bottom 
of the waterfall.

These last measurements, which 
were not all recorded during 
previous seasons, are essential 

to be able to build the ther-
modynamic models of water-
fall evolution during the course 
of the season. The next stage 
involves analysis of the data and 
their comparison with previous 
analyses and the application of 
thermodynamic models esta-
blished in collaboration with 
Francis Gauthier, currently 
applied to waterfalls in Quebec.



Finally, a summary document will 
be published to help ice climbers 
make critical decisions, making 
an important contribution to 
improving overall safety. 
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Maurine Montagnat,  Researcher 
at the CNRS, Manager of the Ice 

Crystal project.

  €30,000 en 2011
  €260,000 since 2006Budget } 

Project
    partners

Glaciology and geophysics of  
the environment laboratory

www.lgge.osug.fr

« This season gave us plenty to think about being such an “unusual” winter during which 
the waterfall formed during a very short period of time. However, since it was excep-

tionally cold, we obtained very interesting data. The excellent coordination between François 
Damilano and Gilles Moline, our correspondent in Samoëns, enabled us to install the instru-
ments at the right moment!»

Installation of sensors on the Samoëns 
waterfall in Haute-Savoie. 
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Project grant 
distribution

YEAR 2011

Fund use 

The Petzl Foundation’s accounts are kept by the Petzl Group’s accounting department. 
The accounts are audited annually by CCI CONSEIL in Lyon.

  €290,608

Key figures 

After a first operating cycle from 2005 to 2010, the Petzl Foundation has been extended for an additional 
three-year cycle., testifying to the commitment of the Petzl group and its foundation to the vertical community.

Since 2006, the foundation has created, supported and funded more than 40 projects of public interest 
throughout the world, representing a contribution of more than 2 million euros, of which €1,335,000 have been 
spent directly on project grants

€89,325

€201,283



The Petzl Foundation’s accounts are kept by the Petzl Group’s accounting department. 
The accounts are audited annually by CCI CONSEIL in Lyon.
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PROJECTS SUPPORTED IN 2011

Prevention
Environment
Research

TABLE OF USES AND RESOURCES 2006 - 2011
Income 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2006-2011

Grants 450 000 300 000 380 000 245 000 300 000 400 000 2 075 000

Financial profit 1 114 11 305 14 844 3 680 409 1 433 32 785

Other income 605 3 395 34 677 37 133 0 75 810

Total income 451 114 311 910 398 239 283 357 337 542 401 433 2 183 595

            

Usues 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011   General section Projects 

Direct project grants           43 420 138 182 144 528 138 203 89 729 133 005 687 067 565 686 502

Other external charges 38 608 110 363 147 227 84 836 63 781 37 646 482 461 311 706 170 755

Taxes 569 588 886 794 677 401 3 915 3 915

Wages and social contributions 64 655 120 599 166 506 177 031 182 311 112 463 823 565 345 542 478 023

Depreciation 1 647 3 599 6 930 3 304 2 400 6 117 23 997 23 997

Exceptional profit or loss 0 28 0 143 55 976 1 202 1 202

Total uses 148 899 373 359 466 077 404 311 338 953 290 608 2 022 207 686 927 1 335 280

Net profit 302 215 -61 449 -67 838 -120 954 -1 411 110 825 161 388

Analytic breakdown

€89,325



Foundation  
trustees

The Petzl Foundation is an independent legal entity controlled by a Board of trustees. Seven 
qualified experts and five of the Petzl employees orient the Foundations strategic choices.

Blaise Agresti, gendarme and 
mountain guide in Chamonix, 
is responsible for mountain 
gendarme training.

Bernard Amy, cognitive science 
researcher, one of the founders 
of Mountain Wilderness France, 
mountaineer, traveler and writer.

Simone Allibert, chairman of 
Allibert Voyages, involved in promoting 
sustainable development though 
responsible tourism.

François Lemarchand, founder 
chairman of Nature & Découvertes, 
a long-standing supporter of 
conservation actions via his two 
foundations.

Luc Moreau freelance glaciologist, 
Doctor of Alpine Geography, researcher 
and author of several documentaries 
and films about glaciers.

Eric de Kermel Managing Director 
of Bayard Nature et Territoires, and 
Vice Chairman of the UICN. A man of 
conviction and commitment to man 
and nature.

Marc Séraphin trek leader and 
rope access technician.

EXTERNAL MEMBERS
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Foundation  
trustees

Philippe Descamps was appointed 
secretary general in March 2011. 
Journalist and ex-editor of Montagnes 
Magazine, he is deeply committed to 
mountain-related activities.

Paul Petzl, founder and chairman, 
has committed his company to serve 
its environment. For more than 30 
years, innovation and attention to 
his employees’ ideas have guided his 
choices.

Hervé Bodeau has been managing 
multimedia publications in the 
communications department of the 
Petzl group since 2002

Chris Blakeley, an English national, 
manages Petzl’s training centre. Expert 
in rope work.

Peter Popall, a German national, is the Petzl group’s 
current vice president, having held various operational 
positions within the group. 
He is the soul of our commitment to the vertical world 
and currently advises Paul Petzl and directs the solution 
deployment project.

Roody Rasmussen, an American 
national, is currently Petzl America’s 
vice-president and CEO having 
previously been its president and CEO. 
He has been very active in the field 
of corporate philanthropy for many 
years and is currently the Foundations 
project director for the Americas. 

Stéphane Lozac’hmeur  joined 
the foundation in October 2007 having 
worked for five years in the company’s 
communication department.

INTERNAL MEMBERS

GENERAL SECRETARY PROJECT MANAGER
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See all our films, studies and documents on www.petzl-foundation.org

Contact

Fondation d’entreprise Petzl
ZI de Crolles 
Cidex 105 A 
38 920 Crolles 
France

info@fondation-petzl.org 

 
+33 (0)4 56 58 19 78 Philippe Descamps, General secretary 
+33 (0)4 56 58 19 98 Stéphane Lozac’hmeur, Project manager 
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